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She began to examine every hole and corner in search
of me, and at last came to where I was saying my
prayers. She had never seen any one perform his
prayers;l she stood in silence, and looked on. When
I had finished my prayers, and lifted up my arms to
bless God, and prostrated myself, she laughed loudly,
and said, cWhat! is this man become mad? what
various postures does he assume ?'

" On hearing the sound of her laughter, I became
alarmed. The princess advanced, and asked me, ' 0
Persian, what wast thou doing?' I could make no
reply, on which, the nurse said, c May I take [the
responsibility of] thy evils, and become thy sacrifice,
t appears to me that this man is a Musdman, and the
enemy of Lat and Mandt;* he worships an unseen
u-od. The princess immediately on hearing this struck
ner hands together, and said in great wrath, c I did
not know he was a Turk,3 and an unbeliever in our
gods, for which reason he had fallen under the wrath
of our idol. I have erroneously saved him and kept
him in my house.' Saying this she went away. On
hearing [her words] I became disturbed, [and alarmed
to know] how she would now behave to me. Through
fear, sleep was driven from me, and until morning I
continued to weep, and to bathe my face with tears.

" I passed three days and nights, weeping in this
fear and hope. I never shut an eye [during this time.]

1  That is to say, she had never seen a Muhammadan at his prayers.

2  Lot and Manat were the two great idols of ILin&u, worship in former
times.

* In the languages of southern Indk, Twrlc is the general appellation for
& Musalman.